This issue marks the midpoint of Information Technology and Libraries' fifth year as an openaccess e-only journal. The move to online-only in 2012 was inevitable, as ITAL's print subscription base was longer covering the costs of producing and distributing the print journal. Moving to an eonly model using an open-source publishing platform (the Public Knowledge Project's Open Journal Systems) provided a low-cost production and distribution system that has allowed ITAL to continue publishing without requiring a large ongoing investment from LITA.
The move to open access, however, was not inevitable, and I commend LITA for supporting that move and for continuing to provide a base subsidy that supports the journal's ongoing publication. I also thank the Boston College Libraries for their ongoing support in hosting ITAL along with a number of other OA journals. Since ITAL is now open, access to it can no longer be offered as an exclusive benefit that comes with LITA membership. Regardless of the publishing model, though, ITAL has always relied on voluntary contributions of the time and expertise of reviewers and editors. I'd like to acknowledge the contributions of our past and current Editorial Board members, who play a key role in ensuring the ongoing quality and vitality of the journal. We will be adding a few additional Board members shortly, to help ensure that review of submissions to the journal are completed as quickly and effectively as possible.
Speaking of peer review, one of the recent innovative startups in the scholarly communication space is a company called publons, which tracks and verifies peer-review activity, providing a mechanism for academics to report (and possibly receive institutional credit for) their peerreview work, an undervalued part of the scholarly communication framework. (Full disclosure: at University of Queensland we are conducting a pilot project with publons, to integrate the peerreview activities of our academics into our institutional repository.)
In addition to new approaches to peer review, such as publons and Academic Karma, there are quite a few recent examples of innovations in various aspects of scholarly communication that are worth keeping an eye on. These include new collaborative authoring tools such as Overleaf, impact-measurement tools such as Impactstory, and personal digital library platforms such as Readcube. On a broader scale, initiatives such as PeerJ are building open access publishing platforms intended to dramatically improve the efficiency of and drive down the overall costs of scholarly publishing. Bob Gerrity (r.gerrity@uq.edu.au), a member of LITA and the Editor of Information Technology and Libraries, is University Librarian at the University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia. Recent developments suggest momentum is gaining for a more radical shift.
In December 2015, the Max Planck Institute, a key player in the launch of OA with the Berlin Declaration on Open Access in 2003, hosted the 12 th version of its annual OA conference to further the discussion around open access. Ironically, unlike previous meetings and seemingly in philosophical conflict with the underpinnings of the OA movement, the meeting was by invitation only. Given the topic, though, a "Proposal to Flip Subscription Journals to Open Access," the closed nature of of the meeting is understandable. Underpinning the proposal was a 2015 paper from the Max Planck Digital Library that suggested that the amount of money currently being spent (largely by libraries) on journal subscriptions should be sufficient to fund research publication costs if applied to a "flipped" journal publishing business model, from subscription-based to gold open access. 1 In the Netherlands, the university sector has adopted a national approach in negotiating deals with several major publishers (Springer, SAGE, Elsevier, and Wiley) that allow Dutch authors to publish their papers as gold OA, without additional charges (but, depending on the publisher, with limits on total numbers and/or which journals are available within the deals). 2 The so-called "Dutch Deal" by the VSNU (Association of universities in the Netherlands) and UKB (Dutch Consortium of University Libraries and Royal Library) takes a national approach to flipping the model, attempting to bundle access rights for Dutch readers with APC credits for Dutch authors.
The Dutch government, which currently holds the EU presidency, is pushing hard for a Europewide adoption of this approach. Last month, the EU's Competitiveness Council agreed that all scientific papers should be freely available by 2020. 3 Meanwhile, in the US, the "Pay it Forward" research project at the University 
